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AES students to ‘Hang Out’ with author 
 
Fifth-grade students at Audubon Elementary School will participate in a Google Hangout with author Tanny 
McGregor from 1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday, April 18. The event is coordinated by teacher Diana Roberts; other 
teachers whose classes are participating are Beth Lanham and Elizabeth Kingrey.  
 
McGregor is the author of numerous educational books, including “Comprehensive Connections” and “Genre 
Connections,” and is the co-author of “Comprehension Going Forward.” Her books have served to introduce 
teachers to imaginative and practical education practices. She is a staff developer and has presented numerous 
keynote addresses and workshops to educators across the nation. 
 
Her new book will be released later this year. “Ink & Ideas: Sketchnotes for Engagement, Comprehension and 
Thinking” features a sketchnote created by one of Diana Roberts’ students. Sketchnotes are rich visual notes 
created from a mix of handwriting, drawings, hand-drawn typography, shapes, and visual elements like arrows, 
boxes, and lines (definition from Mike Rohde, the Sketchnote Handbook). 
 
Roberts said sketchnoting for reading comprehension is a strategy that is new to her, which offers promising 
research regarding its effectiveness in improving reading comprehension. McGregor will talk to AES students 
about the following topics: 
1. Doodling and drawing as strategies to improve reading, especially with non-fiction.  
2. Effective drawing strategies for reading. “You don't have to be an artist,” McGregor said.  
3. How to draw with a purpose for building knowledge from reading, not simply for drawing for enjoyment. 
Though sketchnoting is fun, it has a specific purpose for learning.  
 
Roberts said her students will actively practice sketchnoting under McGregor’s guidance and encouragement. 
“They will be cognitively engaged in thinking about reading throughout the entire Google Hangout,” Roberts 
said. 
 
This collaborative learning experience is designed to benefit kids in many ways, Roberts said. “Kids will learn 
another fun and valuable strategy to connect to real reading. I can use this strategy to hook kids into reading 
more complex novels and non-fiction in order to build more knowledge. Research shows that a lack of 
background knowledge is the number-one indicator to predict poor reading comprehension (see link below for 
research citation). The most important factor in determining how much readers will comprehend and how well 
writers will be able to communicate about a given topic is their level of knowledge about that topic. 
Sketchnoting gives kids a visual avenue to make connections to their reading.” 
 
Roberts said this experience will also provide long-term benefits for her students. “My goal is that sketchnoting 
will be a strategy students will take with them when they go to middle school. When students write, draw, and 
doodle about their thinking, they are retrieving information and committing it to memory in a more permanent 
way than just reading by annotating or highlighting the text.  
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Google Hangout is also an innovative learning experience for students, Roberts said. “Google Hangout is a 
communication platform from the Google Education Suite that allows video conferencing and interaction. It is 
my responsibility as a teacher to prepare my students for the future with 21st century skills: collaboration, 
communication, critical thinking and creativity. Students will use all of these skills during our Google Hangout. 
It would cost several thousand dollars to bring a nationally renowned author and expert in sketchnoting and 
reading comprehension like Tanny McGregor to our school, but this is a great opportunity to introduce my 
students to using technology to take control of their own learning by connecting with experts all over the world. 
Technology gives students access to information far beyond anything one teacher can provide. The job of a 
teacher is to prepare kids for the world and prepare kids to be critical thinkers to be able to figure out how to 
learn. This is one avenue.” 
 
This learning experience is just one example of the way Diana Roberts and other DCPS teachers explore and 
implement innovative programs and teaching strategies to reach students. Roberts has read and embraced ideas 
from McGregor’s books, and has seen great success in bringing those ideas to her classroom. “I have fully 
embedded all reading comprehension strategies in my reading instruction and in small group book clubs that I 
learned from Tanny’s first book, ‘Comprehension Strategies,’” Roberts said. “Tanny has developed a tangible, 
visible system to help students become independent readers by teaching abstract strategies in concrete ways. I 
used to focus on teaching students only reading skills to improve their reading. I now see the power in 
developing strategic readers, thanks to what I’ve learned from Tanny's books and from my professional 
collaboration with her. My students not only apply reading skills, they love reading more than ever and know 
the strategies they need to use in order to understand their reading.” 
 
Roberts and McGregor have collaborated numerous times through Twitter, phone conversations, messaging and 
Google Hangout for more than a year. “I have learned how to improve students’ love for reading and their 
ability to independently apply strategies,” Roberts said. “Tanny introduced me to sketchnoting as a visual 
reading strategy. I want her to teach sketchnoting to my students because she is the expert.” 
 
Background information and contact info for media: 
 
https://www.education.com/reference/article/prior-knowledge-reading-comprehension/ ).  
 
University of Waterloo 2016 
“The Drawing Effect”: Wammes, Meade and Fernandes conducted a series of seven experiments to test the 
benefit of drawing to remember information. 
Findings: Drawing enhances memory through an amalgamation of semantic, visual and motor processing. 
“The Drawing Effect” holds true regardless of how much artistic talent a person has. This means that everyone 
can benefit from drawings created in visual note taking. 
Wammes, Jeffrey D., Melissa E. Meade, and Myra A. Fernandes. “The Drawing Effect: Evidence for Reliable and 
Robust Memory Benefits in Free Recall.” Quarterly Journal of Experimental Psychology 69, no. 9 (2016): 1752-
776. doi:10.1080/17470218.2015.1094494. 
 
Tanny McGregor     Diana Roberts 
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http://www.tannymcgregor.com/    diana.roberts@daviess.kyschools.us  
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